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into a Legion, as a part of the regular forces of Russia, and opened
recruiting offices for it in various towns throughout the country.
The depot of this Legion was at a place called Pulawy, and from
this the corps came to be known as the Pulawy Legion. But before
the end of the year the military situation had changed somewhat.
The Germans struck at the Russian right flank and took Lodz;
the Russians on the south were pressed back from Cracow, and
in the centre again had to retire towards Warsaw, after heavy and
prolonged fighting; bloody battles took place before Warsaw, and
it was not till well into the new year that the Germans were worsted
and forced back, but not so far as before. The position in the field
was inconclusive, and gave about equal encouragement to the
supporters of the Austrian and of the Russian solutions of the
Polish Question.
But the Russian solution was already prejudiced. In December
1914,  Maklakoff, the Russian Minister of the Interior, issued a
confidential circular to the Governors-General of Russian Poland
in which he stated that the proclamation of the Grand Duke did
not apply to the "country of the Vistula/' but referred only to
Polish territories not included in the Russian Empire. There was
to be no change in the Congress Kingdom. An even more striking
warning of Russia's intentions was given when on March 30,
1915,  the Russian Government decided to separate the province
of Chelm from the Congress Kingdom, an action against which
every Pole could not but protest.
During the winter a swaying contest continued in the Car-
pathians, but the capture on March 22, 1915, of the Austrian
fortress of Przemysl, which had been besieged for months, was an
undoubted success for Russia; it was, however, about the last of
great importance she was to achieve. In the beginning of May
1915 the tremendous Austro-German offensive began on the
Dunajec, in the south-west of Galicia, which drove the Russians
out of almost the whole of Austrian Poland within a few weeks,
and Hindenburg's armies pressed on towards Warsaw from the
north and west. The Russophils were in evil case; it remained to
be seen whether, with the turn of the tide, the Austrophils with
the Independentists were in any better.